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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Dear Commissioner for Patents: 

Prior to examination on the merits, and prior to calculation of the filing fee, 
please amend the above-captioned application as follows: 

In the Specification: 

At page 1, please replace the first paragraph following the title with the 
following paragraphs: 



This application is a continuation of U.S. patent application serial no. 09/126,704, 
filed on July 30, 1998, which is a continuation of U.S. patent application serial no. 
08,458,720, filed on June 1, 1995, now U.S. Pat. No. 5,876,708, issued March 2, 1999, 
which in turn is a continuation-in-part of U.S. patent application serial no. 08/266,427, 
filed on June 27, 1994, now U.S. Pat. No. 5,614,187, issued March 25, 1997; and a 
continuation-in-part of U.S. patent application serial no. 08/451,210, filed on May 26, 
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1995, now Allowed, which is a file wrapper continuation of U.S. patent application 
serial no. 07/838,595, filed on February 19, 1992, now abandoned; and a continuation- 
in-part of U.S. patent application serial no. 08/220,371, filed on March 29, 1994, now 
abandoned; and a continuation-in-part of PCT/US94/ 05527, filed on May 16, 1994; and 
a continuation-in-part of U.S. patent application serial no. 08/243,653, filed on May 16, 
1994, now U.S. Pat. No. 5,658,564, issued August 19, 1997; and a continuation-in-part of 
U.S. patent application serial no. 08/114,072, filed on August 30, 1993, now U.S. Pat. No. 
5,624,823, issued on April 29, 1997; and a continuation-in-part of U.S. patent application 
serial no. 08/150,739, filed on November 10, 1993, now abandoned; and a continuation- 
in-part of U.S. patent application serial no. 08/212,228, filed on March 14, 1994, now 
abandoned.— 

No fees are believed to be due in connection with this communication. However, 
please charge any payments due or credit any overpayments to our Deposit Account 
No. 08-0219. 
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